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Introducing Roseway
Waldorf School
Established in 1985, Roseway Waldorf School nestles peacefully in
the Alverstone Conservancy, a stone’s throw from Hillcrest, KwaZuluNatal. This idyllic country setting provides the perfect environment

Our creative teaching methods are built on an understanding of the

Our vision is to create a
healthy community in our
country, where children:

way in which young minds and bodies develop at every stage of life.

–

for the holistic education that we offer.

Because we teach children from this clear understanding of child
development, a true love of lifelong learning is fostered at Roseway
Waldorf.
Our School caters for children from a few months old through to
Matric, offering each child a holistic and well-grounded education.
The young adults who leave our school at the end of Matric are
innovative thinkers and problem solvers ready to take on the
challenges of a rapidly-changing world. This makes our unique
approach highly sought after by parents who seek an education for
their children that meets the complex demands of tomorrow.
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“

Our vision

Learn with enthusiasm
–
Strive to become independent
and creative thinkers
–
Are free to find their true destiny
in life
–
Work with purpose, reverence,
and love
–
Are confident that they will make
a difference in the world
–

”
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The Roseway Waldorf Way
What is Waldorf/Steiner Education?

“

Waldorf Education…is the art of awakening
what is actually there within the human being

”

Education is not something that people do, but something that
forms a part of who we are.
As human beings, we unite in ourselves a physical body, a
conscious soul and an eternal spirit. Integrating these in a
healthy manner is the path from childhood to adulthood. The
principal aim of education should be to facilitate this journey.
To achieve this goal, an educator must know and understand
all three states – body, soul, and spirit – and have the insight to
apply this understanding to one’s work with every single child
– a never-ending, exciting task.
Since 1919, when Rudolf Steiner (1861 – 1925) founded this
educational movement, Waldorf School teachers have worked
at this task by developing a curriculum and practising a method
which takes its every cue from the nature of the growing child
at each stage of his or her development. In this way, truly childcentered, interactive, discovery-based, integrated education
that is meaningful for learners and educators takes place.
An integrated human being is one in whom all aspects are
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woven together: thinking, feeling, and the ability to act (willing).
Each of these areas of human development needs to be addressed
in a balanced way to give the growing child the tools for clear
thinking, harmonious feeling, and positive actions.
•

The sphere of thinking, of cognitive skills and intellectual
ability, is implicit in the orientation towards lifelong learning.

•

The realm of feeling, and the ability to manage emotional,
mental, spiritual, and physical well-being, creates confident
and creative individuals.

•

Willing, or the domain of behaviour and action learning,
resonates with the educational striving towards active and
informed young people – well-rounded individuals who
are connected to their local environment and to the global
perspective.

There are currently well over 2,500 independent Waldorf/Steiner
schools and early childhood centres located in more than 60
countries around the world. The Steiner approach to education is
one of the fastest growing education movements in the world, as
more and more people begin to see the value of developing their
children into adults with the faculty for critical problem-solving
capacities, and the ability to express those thoughts effectively in
the world of the future.

School Environment
Each Waldorf school is independent and unique, but all value the importance of aesthetics and
design of the physical setting in which the school is placed. At Roseway Waldorf School, we
recognise that the physical learning environment is highly significant to the educational experience.
Classrooms and playgrounds develop both spatial and sensory experiences. By using the natural
environment and materials to shape buildings, we create a carefully chosen, healthy social space.
Gardens are well cared for and may be adorned with student artwork. Vegetable gardens become
student classrooms, and class building projects create new spaces for play and use. By being part of
the growth and development of their learning environment, children develop a sense of ownership
and respect for where they spend their days.
A sense of beauty, care, and order is highly valued.

Service and Sustainability
The themes of serving one’s community and respecting the natural world have been part of Waldorf
education for nearly a century, and they are at the heart of the Roseway experience. Whether it’s
working in our gardens, organising a recycling program, or pursuing volunteer work outside school,
all students participate in service, learning, and sustainability efforts. The curriculum provides the
opportunity to truly care about and come to appreciate making a difference in the lives of others
and in the world.
In Class 9, students care for the earth through our biodynamic farming project. Class 10 students
engage for a block of time in the world of manufacturing and production, while our Class 11
students care for those less fortunate in a range of places, from orphanages to old age homes.
Our school’s commitment to sustainability extends far beyond recycling and reducing waste. These
important activities are merely the starting point. Roseway staff and students work on our thriving
farm and in the school’s beautiful gardens. Primary School and Early Childhood classes engage
fully in the care of the school environment through a variety of age-appropriate projects.
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Early Childhood
Play - Imagine - Discover

teacher that is play. In their third year of life, a child begins to
say “I” - and we see a marked change in their play. The wonderful
force of imagination touches the child with its creative magic.
This imaginative play allows the child to change a simple block
of wood from one thing into another as mood and fancy takes
them.

The early childhood years (0 – 7) are characterised by
children actively learning through imitation and their
own creative experience. The child’s imagination and
sense of wonder is fostered through stories, songs,
creative play, interaction with nature, and involvement
in everyday children’s activities.

Baby Care | Nurture - Care - Love

The teacher uses a simple daily routine of creative activities, play
time, ring time, snack time, and story time. The intention is to
provide beautiful, homelike surroundings and activities, paired
with a healthy structure to each day.

Kindergarten | Play - Develop - Learn
A Waldorf Kindergarten centre is a warm, nurturing environment.
It is filled with beautiful, natural play materials, and outdoor

Baby Care starts at four months of age. Waldorf education

spaces with animals and gardens for which to care. The young

deeply values the ideal of a young child being nurtured by

child learns, through play and structured activities, to cook, paint,

a parent at home. When this cannot be achieved, Roseway

garden, sew, use tools, share, and problem solve.

Waldorf School offers a home away from home, where the
young child is cared for in a small family group with a high

We have a particular interest in establishing a family-orientated

carer-to-child ratio. Children in our care group enjoy a loving,

group that is well able to play and discover. Mixed age groups

secure environment.

help establish this, as six-year-olds care for and guide the fouryear-olds in their daily rhythms.

Playgroup | Rhythm - Routine - Repetition

Children explore their environment, learning important sharing

The Playgroup is a small, intimate class for after Baby Care and

well-being, foster positive self-esteem, and develop gross and

before Kindergarten. Playgroup allows the children to be free

fine motor skills. In the early years, foundational pre-literacy and

to grow, all the while learning valuable skills through the great

numeracy skills are grounded through rich oral and practical

and cooperation skills that enhance their social and emotional

learning experiences, to prepare adequately for the more formal
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learning environment of Class 1.

A Comprehensive Curriculum,
A 12-year concept

lead

What is done in the High School is a natural complement to the groundwork
in the Early Childhood and Primary School years. It represents the fruit of all
the growth, nourishment, and care fostered in the younger child. Waldorf
Education is conceived of as a whole - as an organic process. The child’s living
imagination, so carefully nurtured in the Primary School, grows organically
into the realm of conceptual thought. Themes that are handled in the Primary
School are recapitulated more consciously in the High School, where the
development of judgement and the challenges and changes of puberty and

follow

adolescence can be met with all the richness of the Waldorf approach.

“

teach

“In the lessons, there is a balance
between listening, speaking, and doing …
between humour and seriousness, taking
in, transforming, and giving out.”

”
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Primary School
Love for Learning - Active Discovery

The primary years are the optimal time for nurturing
imagination. Steiner stated, “this vital picture-making
capacity…gives life and insight to logical and conceptual
thinking.” The curriculum is designed to support cognitive
development and to build valuable life skills. Curriculum
content, cognitive development, and skill building are
approached through pictorial and imaginative presentation,
embodying narrative, creative writing, visual arts, music,
drama, and movement.
Developing imaginative capacities enables students to
engage with academic material and forms the foundation
for future creativity, problem-solving, and innovation.
Timing of curriculum content and lessons is matched to child
developmental and emotional needs. Teaching all subjects
through an arts-based curriculum develops the capacity to
appreciate beauty in the world.
In the primary years, children often stay with the same teacher
throughout, and form a strong social group with their class. This
creates a unique bond between the class and teacher and helps
build strong school communities. It also helps each teacher to
develop a keen insight into the children in his or her care, and
to give them the attention they need.
The breadth of the Waldorf School curriculum is only possible
10

through the main lesson system, in which one content subject at
a time is taught every day in depth for a period of 3 or 4 weeks.
The rest of the timetable follows a regular rhythmic pattern.
Subjects like languages require constant repetition; others like
Mathematics, English literature and grammar appear both as
regular practice periods and as Main Lessons.
No subject is optional. This is because every subject has a moral as
well as an intellectual content. When a child is led to comprehend
the marvels of the plant world, the wisdom of zoology, the order
that reigns in the starry sky, in man’s body – in science and in
art – he slowly develops an attitude of wonder, reverence, and
gratitude, which leads to a joyous enthusiasm and affirmation of
life.

High School
Independent Thinking - knowledge across disciplines

Steiner stated that “adolescents have the longing to discover
that the world is founded in truth.” Adolescence is the period
of transition from childhood to adulthood, characterised by
rigorous intellectual development. Students are ready to move
into the adult domain where their conceptual capacity and
ability for objective evaluation and judgement become more
refined and sophisticated. The high school student is able to
debate, question, observe, analyse, and form conclusions from
his or her own experience.
High school students experience a broad-ranging curriculum
that is academic and artistic, positive and optimistic,
exemplifying the strength of the human spirit. This builds the
capacity for courage, confidence, and resilience to go out into
the world with a strong sense of self and ethical values.
The various aspects of the curriculum provide a stiff challenge
to the individual pupil, who has to display a larger measure of
independence and originality of thinking than is normally the
case at secondary school level. There is much project work in
which individual research and creative presentation is required.
Pupils are continually encouraged to take their own initiatives
in all their activities, to develop their own interest areas, and
to express the originality of their own discoveries and insights.
In these ways, self-confidence is nurtured, as are social and
communication skills. In addition, of course, the content of the

Main Lessons are specifically designed to meet the needs of the
growing individual.
Our academic vision is vigorous and deliberately different,
centred on primary source materials rather than textbooks
and computers, and driven by the infectious excitement of
intellectual discovery. Our students don’t sit back and passively
receive information; Roseway teachers challenge the students
to fully experience education rather than merely acquire it.
Students engage in research tasks that require them not only
to access information in books and online, but also to critically
evaluate this information.
Major subjects are not taught separately in compartmentalised
classes, but are interwoven across disciplines so that students
can connect big ideas and watch a fuller picture of the world
around them emerge. We believe that high school is not the
time to specialise, but rather a time to open minds and hearts
to possibility. This is supported by a broad range of subjects in
which all students participate with enthusiasm.
Our goal is to develop each pupil’s faculties of social, artistic,
critical and creative abilities as much as the academic. Such
a person will be more widely prepared for life and for a
contribution to society.
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Matric (Class 13)

The Waldorf Curriculum is a comprehensive and holistic
approach to developing well-rounded young adults,
ready to take on all the challenges life throws at them.
After completing twelve years of Waldorf education,
the whole thirteenth year is then devoted to obtaining
a South African National Senior Certificate /Matric.
Roseway Waldorf School is registered with the KZN Department
of Education. Pupils choose seven of the Matric subjects offered
at Roseway, namely:

It is worth noting that Roseway Waldorf School does not package
subjects. Pupils are encouraged to take subject combinations that
speak to their various strengths and interests. Wherever possible,
we will meet the pupil’s unique subject package request.
Matriculation is a vital step for many careers today. For those
pupils wishing to excel academically, Roseway Waldorf School
provides a thorough preparation. Roseway has consistently

CORE SUBJECTS:

ELECTIVES:

achieved very high standards. Striving towards individual

- English Home Language

-

excellence is essential. Underlying Waldorf Education is a

- Afrikaans or isiZulu First
Additional Language
- Mathematics or
Mathematical Literacy
- Life Orientation
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Physical Sciences
Life Sciences
Geography
History
Consumer Studies
Religion Studies
Visual Arts
Dramatic Arts
Music
Tourism

broad, comprehensive preparation for life. Given this goal, it
would be educationally unsound for academic achievement
to receive the exclusive and pressurised emphasis it often has
elsewhere. It should never be the sole determinant of a person’s
worth or of scholastic attainment. It is therefore possible, given
the foundation established by the Waldorf curriculum and a
balanced approach to academic achievement, to effectively and
successfully manage Matric efficiently in one dedicated year.

After Matriculation
Our Graduates
A research paper by Gerwin and Mitchell (2007) sums up the

scientists sponsored by the German Government assessed 1460

attributes of Waldorf graduates by recognising three key

former Waldorf students and concluded that they had achieved

characteristics:

“an educational level well above average.” Impressively, more than

•

Waldorf school graduates value the opportunity to think
for themselves and to translate their new ideas into

•

professional training.

practice. They both appreciate and practice life-long

Roseway past pupils undertake studies in a range of fields. Our

learning, and have a highly developed sense for aesthetics.

pupils complete undergraduate degrees, honours, and masters

Waldorf

school

graduates

value

lasting

human

relationships … and they seek out opportunities to be of
help to other people.
•

80% of the 1460 former students interviewed had completed a

Waldorf school graduates sense that they are guided by an
inner moral compass which helps them navigate the trials
and challenges of their professional and private lives. They
carry high ethical principles into their chosen professions.

Roseway Waldorf pupils head out into the world in much the
same way as matriculants from any independent school would.
Most of them pursue university or tertiary education of some
kind. More than 80% of our pupils go on to tertiary studies.
This is in line with international standards. One of the most
comprehensive and authoritative research projects on Waldorf

in the Sciences and Technologies, Commerce, the Humanities,
and the Arts. We are truly proud to have two Mandela-Rhodes
Scholars from within our first six years of graduating Matric at the
school.
Of course, like many young people, a number of our school
leavers find it useful to take a gap year. Some of our Matriculants
feel ready to dive right into the world of full-time or part-time
employment.
What all Roseway Waldorf graduates have in common is
success. They tackle life with courage. They face new challenges
undaunted, armed with the certainty that they are prepared for
what the future sends their way, ready to grasp new opportunities
the moment they recognise them.

education has been conducted in Germany. Three independent
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Technology

Digital technology is an exciting and empowering field
of human endeavour. Waldorf schools delay the formal
integration of complex digital technologies until high
school. Waldorf primary education is an engaging,
dynamic, and multidisciplinary experience, providing a
natural and human environment where children learn
to observe, question, and express themselves fully. An
‘unplugged’ experience is crucial for children to develop
an uncluttered self-image and the ability to develop
rich communication and imaginative skills.

Our aim is to develop innovators and designers of technology,
rather than mere consumers.
Technology will continually change, but what will be of the utmost
significance to lifelong learning will be the innovative ideas and
creative skills acquired through the excellent relationships that
exist between teachers and students.

Handcrafts

balance

intellectual

activities

through

the

experience of doing and making. Students develop dexterity
through learning traditional skills such as knitting, sewing,
crochet, and woodwork. They gain a sense for beauty, quality,
and colour, combined with creative and imaginative use of
natural materials. Students design and make beautiful, useful
objects through innovative, meaningful, and practical activity.
Handcrafts in the primary school provides the basis for further
learning in the high school, where students quickly learn to
apply digital and design technologies effectively, creatively,
and ethically.
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Far from a fill, the arts and crafts
technologies deepen academics and
strengthen skills of observation,
engineering, imagination, and intuition.

“

”

Movement, Sport and
After School Activities
There is a strong culture of inclusion and support within
Waldorf schools, and this carries through to the sports
fields and playgrounds as well. Each child is encouraged to
achieve their personal best within the context of their own
skills and potential.

the principles of specific games, the mechanics of team sports,
and the concept of good sportsmanship. Team sports are used
to help deepen social ties and commitment to the group, while
challenging each student to achieve higher levels of individual
skill. True sportsmanship is emphasised.

The Waldorf movement’s sports and games programme is
designed to match children’s abilities and needs at each age in
their development and learning. This makes it fundamentally
different from sports at other schools.

Older students are taught the importance of finding a balance
between academic work and their sporting endeavours. There are
no try-outs in Waldorf sports: any student wanting to participate
is given an opportunity to practice, play and excel. All students
get to play at matches: no-one is a bench warmer.

As such, sport for its own sake has no educational value. As
part of a holistic approach to the development of both physical
activity, movement and balance as well as emotional, social and
cognitive skills, it has true value within a conscious concept of
human growth.
Students participate in Games or Sports from Class 1 to Matric.
Young children start with circle games and fun activities that
promote participation, as well as a feeling of safety that fosters
strong bonds.
As the children get older, the emphasis shifts to the individual,
with tag games that involve chasing and catching. When team
sports are introduced, they develop sensory integration, as
well as positional sense. Older children start learning about

All students are encouraged to participate in the after-school
programme.
Sports that have featured on our programme over the years
have included netball, basketball, volleyball, softball, hockey,
cricket, ultimate Frisbee, archery, cross-country running, and rock
climbing.
Extra options arise too. We have offered a wide variety of after
school activities, including (among others), Sewing Club, Cultural
Cooking, Chess, Choir, Zumba Fitness, Performance Eurythmy,
and Nature Club. We regularly review which extra-curricular
activities we could offer in any given year.
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Eurythmy

Religion

Learning Support

Eurythmy is an art form which interprets
sound – be it the spoken word or
music – through movement. Because
of the valuable educational qualities of
Eurythmy, all Waldorf schools include this
art alongside the others. Working in close
co-operation with the other teachers, the
Eurythmist can enrich the educational
experience of the week, term or year.

Roseway Waldorf School is Christian in
a universal sense, and therefore nondenominational. The teachers hold that
all young children are naturally religious,
and that if this quality is not distorted
by dogmatism, nor allowed to wither by
neglect, it can become a firm basis for
confidence in life. Every opportunity is
taken, therefore, in story and discussion,
to encourage the children’s attitude of
wonder and reverence for the world to
develop naturally and freely as a basis for
a true aesthetic education.

Roseway Waldorf School has been
developed with the needs of mainstream
children in mind, and does not have
facilities for children with deep-set
remedial difficulties. We do have a very
competent, small supportive education
team. Scholastic or developmental
difficulties that may arise are thoroughly
discussed with the parents, and
recommendations
are
made
for
specialist investigations and treatments.
A consultation with our supportive
education teacher may be requested.
The School supportive education staff
provides assistance where possible.

Eurythmy strengthens coordination
and encourages the ability to listen with
sensitivity. When children experience
themselves in movement as part of an
orchestra or chorus, and have to keep
a clear relationship in space with one
another, a finer social awareness can
result.
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The School respects all creeds and
provides a supportive base for children of
every faith.

We provide
remediation.

learning

support,

not
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Discipline

In a Waldorf School, the approach to
discipline is much more personally based.
There are no abstract authorities like a
Head (principal) or prefects, and respect
must be won through personal contact.
While a freer, more open atmosphere
without uniforms is real at Roseway, we
are in no way neglectful of ‘discipline’.
Orderliness is inherent in the classroom
and demanded in behaviour, dress and the
presentation of work. These qualities, as part
of social development, are not imposed in the
form of external coercion, but are developed
more as an inward sense of duty. Generally, it
can be said that, when motivation and interest
are high, when personal concern for the pupil
is central to the teacher, the whole question of
discipline is addressed.
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Festivals
Within the Waldorf Movement, great emphasis is placed on the celebration
of festivals. From ancient times, festivals have brought a sense of purpose
and belonging to groups of human beings.
Festivals are held to celebrate cultural and spiritual events. Festivals
bring the school community together not only in shared purpose but
also in the supportive cycles of life. Students sense joy and gratitude in
the community around them. They experience a historical continuum,
celebrating the earth, humanity, the cosmos, and their connections.
This fosters reverence, through acknowledging something greater than
oneself, allowing a deep experience of gratitude and harmony.
We customarily focus on four festivals as cornerstones of the year. They
are Easter, the Festival of St John the Baptist, Michaelmas, and Christmas.
At Roseway, our festivals are a time of joy and thanksgiving; a time of
mutual appreciation of every member of the school community; a moment
of showing gratitude both for the time we’ve been granted together, and
anticipation of the gifts of time that lie ahead. We also enjoy and respect
cultural diversity carried into our community by the many faiths and life
expressions represented here at Roseway.
The festivals of other religious groups are positively acknowledged and
form the basis of lively discussions in the classrooms, contributing to our
scholars’ experience of diversity within a multicultural classroom.

19

20

What Else Does
Roseway Offer?

school within the grounds. Roseway’s Aftercare facility caters
for pupils from Playgroup upwards, with two care areas: one
designed for the young children, the other from Class 2 onwards.

OUR SCHOOL NURSE

Aftercare closes each day at 17h00 for 17h30.

We take the care of our students very seriously. Waldorf schools
seek to serve children’s needs on both an emotional and
physical level, enabling them to focus on their learning without
distraction.
At Roseway we have an anthroposophical nurse on duty to
address any injuries or illness that may occur during school
time. She:
-

Administers simple remedies, which may include
homeopathic medications, compresses and herbal teas.

-

Supports the children with basic First Aid and basic
conventional allopathic remedies.

-

Provides rhythmical massage therapy if needed.

-

Offers counselling for children and families who need the
support of helpful conversation.

A cooked meal is provided each day. In addition to homework
supervision and support, there are daily craft activities to
stimulate and occupy growing minds and hands.

ROSEHIP SHOP AND COFFEE MORNINGS
The Rosehip Shop is a popular spot on the school grounds. This
is the place to buy all your specialised Waldorf stationery such
as Lyra pencils, block and stick wax crayons, modelling and
decorative beeswax as well as books on a wide range of topics.
The shop also supplies home-made soap, wooden toys, hemp
merino, cotton and mohair yarn, beautiful hand-made crafts,
aprons, fairy garden goodies, jewellery, ceramic beads, organic
seeds, natural body products and more.
The Rose Shack Coffee Shop is open on certain days and
sells lunches, baked goods and organic coffee. Fresh organic
vegetables from the school farm are also on sale on a Friday when
available. On a Thursday, The Rosehip hosts the popular Coffee
Morning, providing a platform for information and discussion.

SCHOOL TUCKSHOP

SCHOOL BUS

Our school tuckshop offers a healthy menu, focussed on good
nutrition. Fruits, nuts, and kefir water are daily staples. Our
experienced cooks pair these with a cooked meal, with both
meat and vegetarian options on offer each day. All food is
prepared on the school grounds and wherever possible from
organic sources and from our own vegetable garden.

The Roseway Waldorf School bus travels between Durban and
Alverstone, stopping at various pickup/drop-off points along the
way. These include:

AFTERCARE FACILITIES
Many parents work full-day jobs and are pleased to be able to
take advantage of the safe, nurturing environment offered after

-

Glenwood (start/finish)
The Pavilion, Westville
Pinetown
Kloof
Winston Park
Roseway (finish/start)
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School Membership
Roseway Waldorf School is a proud member of both the Southern African
Federation of Waldorf Schools and ISASA (Independent Schools Association
of South Africa).

Supporting the 4 ‘R’s
in Education
Waldorf schools are strongly connected to these four ‘R’s:
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•

Real – in a world of massive change, we equip students with real skills

•

Relevant – we meet the needs of changing times

•

Responsive – we make real connections with students, and we are
flexible

•

Relational – it’s about how the connections between teacher and
students and amongst the students themselves transform into the
strong bonds and abilities to make future connections
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Roseway Waldorf School
www.rosewaywaldorf.co.za

031 768 1309
secretary@rosewaywaldorf.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RosewayWaldorf
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